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Young du Pont and Captain [166] Merveille had
gone to stay some six leagues up this river St. John,
with a company of not more than seven or eight, all
Maloiiins. Sieur de Biencourt wished to exact from
them the Fifth of all their merchandise, because they
were residents of the country, as has been said; it
was for this purpose he undertook this voyage. We
were in all sixteen Frenchmen, and two Savages, who
conducted us.

Now as we were sailing up the river, being already
about a league and a half from the Maloiiin settlement,
towards nightfall a phenomenon appeared to us,
which filled us with terror. For the heavens became
wonderfully red over the Maloiiin habitation, and
then the glow, separating into long rays and flashes
of light, moved on and melted away over this [167]
settlement. Thisappeared twice. Our Savages, when
they saw this wonder, cried out in their language:
Gara gara : Maredo. ‘“We shall have war, there will
be blood.”” The French also made some Prophecies
thereupon, each according to his own idea. We ar-
rived opposite their settlement when the night had
already closed in, and there was nothing we could
do then, except to fire a salute from the falconet,
which they answered with one from the swivel gun.

When morning came, and the usual prayers were
said, two Maloiiins presented themselves upon the
bank, and signified to us that we could disembark
without being molested, which we did. It was
learned from them that their Captains were not there,
but had gone away up the river three days before,
and no one knew when they would return. Mean-
while Father Biard [168] went away to prepare his
Altar, and celebrated holy Mass.




